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them. Whether to arrest or not depends on the will of the Government.
They definitely want and expect most of the people to take out new Registers
before January 1. The Government will be in a fix what to do if,
no . Indian has, by that date, taken out a Register. It is probable
that they might seek the opinion of the leaders. Whether they do so or
not, the [British Indian] Association will have to write to them intimating
that no one from the community will take out the Register and that, if
they intend prosecuting the offender, it will be proper for them to proceed
against the leaders. The Government may or may not pay heed to the
letter. When one or more men are arrested for not taking out Registers,
Mr. Gandhi is bound to defend them, as he has promised. There will
be no other defence. He will narrate the history of the matter and plead
that the real culprit is not the person not taking out the Register, but
that either Mr. Gandhi or the Association must be deemed guilty, for it
was on their advice that people refrained from taking them out. Then,
Mr. Gandhi may perhaps be arrested for inciting the people, or the arrested
persons may be fined or sentenced to short terms of imprisonment. As
paying the fine is out of the question, the only alternative will be to go to
gaol. Reports of these cases and of others that may be instituted will be
cabled to the whole world.
2.    There is to be no legal defence other than the one described above.
If perchance the Prosecutor commits a mistake in law, advantage may
no doubt be taken of it.
3.    When we have already passed a resolution to go to gaol, there
can be no question of release on bail.   No disgrace attaches to this kind
of imprisonment.
4.    The sentence generally will be either fine or imprisonment in
lieu-of fine, or both, and further imprisonment in lieu of a fine. In no case
is the fine to be paid.   No sentence can be passed under which a man
can be seized by the arm and turned out. Even after serving his sentence,
if a man does not take out a new Register, he is  again guilty and there-
fore the Government can, if it chooses,  keep all these persons in gaol
for all time.
5.    It is not possible to say who will be arrested first.
6.    It is not likely that all traders will have to go to gaol.   If per-
chance such a thing should happen, it would be nothing to worry about.
In that case, the shop should be closed or may be entrusted to a reliable
white.  It is hardly likely that the Government will go to these lengths'.
However, one must not assume that certain things will never happen.
7.    According to the new Act, those who do not take out the new
Registers are not entitled to licences.  If licences are not issued, the fee
for them may be tendered and the business continued.   Even if prose-
cuted for trading without a licence, one should not pay the fine, but serve
the gaol sentence.
8.    Such a question cannot arise. When going to gaol is in itself a
gain, further questioning is useless.   What could be worse than giving